Introduction

This book contains the first half of a book called Freedom &
Organization, 1814-19141 published in 1934. The second half of
this book will be reprinted under the title, 'Freedom versus
Organization, 1776-1914'.
The half of this book which is here reprinted deals first with
conventional diplomacy from the Congress of Vienna to the out-
break of revolutions in 1848, a period during which European
Governments remained aristocratic, reactionary, and traditional,
representing in the main the interests of landowners. It then
passes to the new anti-aristocratic outlook inspired by indus-
trialism, from Malthtis to Marx. This outlook expressed, at first,
the interests of employers, but afterwards that of wage-earners.
Of this new outlook, official diplomacy remained ignorant.
The second half of the original book, now a separate volume,
^leals first with the growth and new importance of the United
States and then with the official relations of European States to
the outbreak of war in 1914, showing a close resemblance to the
Congress of Vienna in spite of aft, the vast changes in the world
during the intervening century.
Throughout both books one constant theme is the fluctuating
fortunes of liberalism. Liberalism, as inherited from the
eighteenth century, was an individualistic doctrine. It believed in
the Rights of Man and a mimmurn of governmental interference.
Its ideal was a population of peasant proprietors and handicrafts-
men. But industrial technique developed vast monopolies,
possessing great power, and allowing individual initiative only
to a few immensely influential captains of industry. Laisser
faire proved self-destructive, and failed to bring the hoped-for
freedom. It appeared that, if freedom was to be recovered, a
new social philosophy was needed.
The outcome of this development is dealt with in the second
book, which should be read jointly with the first.